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ABSTRACT 

 

The green and sustainable campus concept is not something new to Malaysia 

universities. Green campus is often the first step taken by the university towards 

sustainability. The problem that is often encountered today is that many of campus 

residents do not understand and what should be done to make their campus a better 

one, not just about to get a good ranking among the other campuses, but more than 

that, to have a good practice to preserve the environment. The younger generations can 

indeed play a major role in addressing sustainability. Thus, the aim of this research is 

to examine to what extent green campus and sustainability practices awareness exists 

among UUM students. Data is collected through face-to-face interviews with selected 

respondents. Overall, we found that, regardless of demographic, UUM students appear 

to be aware on green campus and sustainability practices. They are interested in 

environmental topics and improving the UUM environment overall and did expect 

university to look further into this matter.  

 

Keywords: awareness, green campus, sustainability practices  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Background of study 

 

The importance of sustainable development can be found in many universities where 

many of them starting to established and promoting the green campus (Abd-Razaka 

et.al, 2011).  Green campus is regarded as a campus that integrates green spaces suitable 

for sitting, walking, talking, playing or studying (Clare & Carolyn, 1998). The concept 

of green campus is expected to provide a platform to raise student’s awareness of the 

environment and take a role to educate them about sustainability through practical 

implementation. Emanuel and Adams (2011) stressed that understanding and 

perception of students towards sustainability will define the pattern of their involvement 

towards practicing sustainability in their daily life.  

 

Problem statement 

 

The importance of sustainable development can be seen in many universities that have 

adopted the movement towards sustainable campus. Every university has their own 

ways to improve the sustainability in the campus. For example, in Malaysia, UUM has 

started to implement green campus implementations by applying UI Green Metric 
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World University Rankings in 2015. The scoring system can be used as a guideline for 

universities to achieve sustainability in their campuses. UI Green Metric World 

University Ranking assesses the sustainability practices of campus in five main 

categories: Setting and Infrastructure (15%), Energy and Climate Change (21%), Waste 

(18%), Water (10%), Transportation (18%) and Education (18%). In 2018, UUM has 

been recognized as the 76th world’s best university in UI Green Metric World 

University Rankings 2018 announced on 19 December 2018. This positive outcome is 

a good start for UUM to be able to contend with other universities globally. 

 

Environmental awareness is indispensable for achieving environmental sustainability 

(Madsen, 1996). It is a term that is used to describe environmental knowledge based on 

facts, affective attitudes and behaviours towards environmental issues and values 

related to the environment (Arcury & Johnson, 1987). For example, UUM focuses on 

public awareness and promotes 3R practices on campus where all disposable item such 

as plastic forks, knives, spoons, glass, water bottle that easily used once and then thrown 

away were replaced the recycle item. UUM students also are expected to be able to 

provide initiatives to harmonize the environment from pollution to improve 

sustainability on campus. One method that is often implemented massively is to 

organize earth hour in university once a month.  

 

Despite the increasing awareness about green campuses, certain barrier against those 

projects is inevitable. Most green campus studies reported the unsatisfactory 

performance of those efforts. In order to achieve desired success from sustainability 

programs, students’ perception (Yuan & Zuo 2013) and willingness to contribute to 

sustainability (Coy et al. 2013) are claimed as the most important factors. In other 

words, to be more effectiveness, student must incorporate a little green-mindedness into 

daily student life and help to increase the campus sustainability.  

Literature on students perceptions, attitudes and behaviour towards environmental 

sustainability is limited (Du Plessis et al., 2012). Interesting to note, in a study by Du 

Plessis et al. (2012) it was established that respondents with different cultures and 

varied personal and professional backgrounds have different approaches towards 

sustainability and they feel differently about the environment and also behave 

differently in the case of “green” behaviours. 

Thus, this study aims to explore opinions and create a sense of students from different 

background on awareness towards green campus and sustainability practices within the 

UUM campus.  

 

Research objectives 

 

This study intends to fulfill the following three research objectives: 

1. To examine the awareness of UUM students towards green campus. 

2. To examine the awareness of UUM students about sustainability practices. 

3. To examine expectations of students in terms of green campus in UUM. 

 

Research questions 

 

Based on the research objectives, three research questions were formulated as follow: 

1. To what extent UUM students’ awareness towards green campus exist?  

2. To what extent UUM students’ awareness about sustainability practices exist? 
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3. What are the expectations of students in terms of green campus in UUM?  

 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 

The fundamental purpose of the research is to analyze the awareness of UUM students 

about green campus and sustainability practices. In line with the research method and 

sample characteristics, a qualitative research technique is chosen for this research to 

answer the research questions. Qualitative methodology was appropriate for the study 

because of there is a few truths that constitute universal knowledge rather there are 

multiple perspectives about the world (Rossman & Rallis, 1998). 

 

For the purposes of this study, in-depth interviews were used. In-depth interviews were 

personal and semi structured interviews, which aims to identify the emotions of 

participants, feelings, and opinions on the subject of specific research. The main 

advantage is that they involve personal interviews and direct personal contact between 

the interviewer and the interviewer, as well as eliminate the rate did not react, but the 

interviewer will need to develop the skills necessary to successfully lead the interview 

(Fischer, 2005; Wilson, 2003). 

  

In some cases, it is advantageous to select a sampling method that allows identification 

of groups of individuals with different experiences (Patton, 2002). The method was 

gathered by using non-probability sampling and judgement sampling, so it has been 

used to develop the sample of the research under discussion. The data collected from 

different country, level of education and also gender but enough to have meaningful 

results.  

 

 

FINDINGS 

 

The background result data of respondents were obtained from 6 subjects, 4 male and 

2 females. Table 1 illustrates the details of the respondents. As presented below is the 

number of respondents and the difference between their country, level of education and 

gender.  

 

Table 1 

Details of the respondents 

 

Respondents Country Level of education Gender 

1 Indonesia Postgraduate student Male 

2 Yemen Degree student semester 5 Male 

3 Malaysia (Indian) Degree student semester 5 Male 

4 Malaysia Degree student semester 5 Female 

5 Thailand Degree student last year Male 

6 Indonesia Degree student semester 3 Female 
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This research analyzing student responses to several questions that asked them to reflect 

on their awareness towards green campus and sustainability practices.  

 

QUESTION 1: Do you know what sustainability is actually? 

 

While interviewing respondents, researchers can determine which respondents will not 

understand or question it. These questions give the good feedback from all the 

respondents. They all know what is the sustainability is actually. Respondent 1 and 2 

give same answer and reason that is the university implement 3R. Respondent 3 and 6 

almost same their answer. They said about the environmental awareness and respondent 

6 said that will help reduce pollution and it will also create a comfortable and clean 

campus atmosphere free of pollution. While respondents 4 explained what the actual 

sustainability meant that sustainability is like the process maintaining and attracting 

human life and how we deal it. He said that this Green Campus is important to all of us 

not only to students. It is the main role to students to maintain the health of students. 

And lastly, respondent 5 think that it will be a good effort in maintaining the efficient 

of the usage of the resources for a better environment. 

 

QUESTION 2: Do you think that sustainable campus is important? 

 

For this question is, the student have known already what is sustainability is. So from 

the interviewing the respondent, they all give the positive feedback and once with 

explanation. They all said that sustainable campus is important. Respondent 1 and 2 is 

same the answer that is save the environment of the campus. Next is respondent 6 also 

said the same that the sustainable campus is can help the environment around the 

campus will clean and free of pollution.  

 

QUESTION 3: Does the university implemented earth hour on campus? 

 

For this question, there are five respondents that awareness about this and only one does 

not know that this program has implemented in the campus. Respondent 4 is the one of 

this exception said that the campus have not implemented. Respondents 3 said that 

when the campus implements this, it can create awareness for students foster a culture 

of preserving the environment. But respondent 3 was not aware about the 

implementation of Earth Hour campaign but he did mention about the o bike activity 

that was implemented by campus to reduce air pollution. He further contended that 

instead of earth hour, our campus had implemented the o bike program by providing 

bicycles to encourage the students to use this facilities in order to reduce air pollution 

which often caused by vehicle.  

 

QUESTION 4: What do you think about the traffic congestion on campus?   

 

This question consists of three sub question. For the first question, only forth respondent 

choose to use his own vehicle. Because he said that it is easy for him to go to the class. 

Other than that, the other respondents also claimed that they prefer use public transport 

caused to reduce the air pollution. Besides that, respondent 6 added that by making used 

public transport will not burden her to find parking for her vehicle which will waste her 

time. Apart from that, respondent 2 contended by using public transport will help him 

to save money on fuel of his vehicle at the same time can reduce the air pollutions.  
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QUESTION 5: What is your practice to sustain our campus? 

 

This question also consists of three sub question. For the first question is researcher 

want to know that students close the lamp on time or not. All the respondents said that 

they close the lamp on time if they go out to everywhere. Respondents 6 said that she 

close the lamp when she does not use it for example when she does not make an 

assignment she close the lamp and. For the second sub question is researcher want to 

know that students in campus manage their solid waste or not and there are several 

respondents just give the answer that they not properly manage the solid waste  

 

QUESTION 6: What is opinion to increase student practices towards green campus? 

 

Respondent 1 said that the campus should implement more talk regards Green Campus. 

Respondents 3 stated that she will invited students to used recycle rubbish bin, reduce 

the use of transport in UUM and use reusable items such as paper, mineral bottles and 

others. While respondent 4 suggest that the university must giving a good activity like 

planting, make a club to provoke about the important of sustainability. Suggestion that 

the respondents 5 stated is same with respondent 1, that awareness programed are 

definitely needed to show the students regarding the impact and also consequences. 

Last is sixth respondents said that university should always hold green campus related 

program and campaign that encourage students to practice it.  

 

QUESTION 7: Do you encourage students to implement a green campus at UUM? 

 

All respondent agree with the question that the researcher state to implement a green 

campus at UUM. This is because of to save the environment that respondent 1, 3, 6 give 

their explanation why they encourage it. Environment as we know that, it is very 

important to us to get a good health. So far the campus has to implement the Green 

Campus at this university to open up the mind set of current students.  

 

QUESTION 8: Overall, do you agree with the green campus practices? 

 

This question are agreed from the all respondent that when the university implement 

the green campus practices among student, then the university should not have any 

problem about the air pollution or environment. Respondent 3 also give the explanation 

what she agree cause of she can know how to reduce practices, compose the solid waste 

and others. Respondent 4 state that when students had practices this activities, they have 

open the upper line and make a good communication with student. And lastly is 

respondents 6 said that this can give more positive and goods practice. In addition it is 

to helping the earth less global warming.  

 

 

CONCLUSION AND FURTHER RESEARCH 

 

This study reveals that UUM students have a fairly moderate comprehension of green 

campus and sustainability practices. However, the knowledge of the students on 

sustainability is not just a matter of learning; it continues to practice it after learning it 

out. Furthermore, they also perceive that the university could do more to facilitate the 

green campus effort in UUM. It appears that students have a strong desire for UUM to 

play a bigger role in not only improving campus environmental performance, but also 
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to increasing educational efforts related to sustainability. Last but not least, UUM 

students are aware of sustainability issues, but more efforts are needed, both on a 

personal as well as at the campus level. 

 

This research comes with its limitations. The sample size consists of only 6 interviewed 

UUM students. Selected respondents consist of different background such as 

nationality, level of education and gender. It was an exploratory research to comprehend 

the respondent’s general perception of green campus and sustainability practices in 

UUM. Moreover, time was limited for the process of data collection which led to a 

limited number of sample size for the research. For future research and analysis, a 

greater sample size with a quantitative analysis can strengthen the findings and results 

and enliven different perspectives of green campus and sustainability practices.  
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